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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
Introduction
This booklet is designed for students in Year 11 (and their parents) who are about to move into
their IBDP courses and forms part of a series of contacts where information will be offered to
explain the programme that Repton International School Malaysia offers.
Students will be advised to seek advice from as many sources as possible including parents,
older siblings who have already studied the courses and friends who are currently studying the
courses.
Where there is a choice, students should consider carefully those subjects in which they have
achieved success in the past, those that they find stimulating and enjoy and those that best fit
their learning style.
It is an advantage, but not essential at this stage, if students have an idea of a possible career
and / or University course they are interested in, and tailor choices accordingly.

What is IBDP?
The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) is an assessed programme for
students aged 16 to 19. It is respected by leading universities across the globe.
What the DP offers students
Through the DP, schools are able to develop students who:
■ have excellent breadth and depth of knowledge
■ flourish physically, intellectually, emotionally and ethically
■ study at least two languages
■ excel in traditional academic subjects
■ explore the nature of knowledge through the programme’s unique theory of knowledge course.
For detailed information, go to ibo.org
Note
You are advised to be wary of allowing friends’ choices or who they hope might be teaching the
subject to be a primary consideration as it is possible that both will change over the next two
years.
Students and parents should feel free to contact any of the teachers should they have any
questions about the subject courses or the IBDP Coordinator for further information.
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
In line with our holistic approach to education, it is important to maintain both breadth and
balance in the subjects studied and also in order to give students the ability to move on to
universities or any other further education course.

Do all students follow the same programme?
No!
How are the IBDP subjects graded?
DP assessment procedures measure the extent to which students have mastered advanced
academic skills in fulfilling these goals, for example:
■ analysing and presenting information
■ evaluating and constructing arguments
■ solving problems creatively
Basic skills are also assessed, including:
■ retaining knowledge
■ understanding key concepts
■ applying standard methods
In addition to academic skills, DP assessment encourages an international outlook and intercultural
skills, wherever appropriate.
Student results are determined by performance against set standards, not by each student's
position in the overall rank order.

Using external and internal assessment
The IB uses both external and internal assessment in the DP.
External assessment
Examinations form the basis of the assessment for most courses. This is because of their high
levels of objectivity and reliability. They include:
■ essays
■ structured problems
■ short-response questions
■ data-response questions
■ text-response questions
■ case-study questions
■ multiple-choice questions – though these are rarely used.
Internal assessment
Teacher assessment is also used for most courses. This includes:
■ oral work in languages
■ fieldwork in geography
■ laboratory work in the sciences
■ investigations in mathematics
■ artistic performances.
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What’s the difference between a mark/level* and a grade?
In the IB, marking and grading student work are two different actions.
When work is marked, you are given credit for the work you have produced against a mark
scheme or similar framework. Marks show how much of the assessment task you got right. The
mark itself has no other meaning.
In deciding a grade, the examiner is making a judgment on the quality of your work against a
defined standard. This takes into account the difficulty of the task as well as the number of
marks given. Grades have a particular meaning and relevance, and they are intended to be
comparable with grades in other subjects.
Marks are how far you have walked, but grades take into account how steep the path was. Grade
awarding (the process of converting marks into grades) takes place shortly before the issue of
results. Where a subject is made up of a number of components, the overall grade boundaries
are worked out based on the grade boundaries set for each component. The total number of
marks you were awarded across all of a subject’s components is then converted to a subject
grade.
Subject grades are converted into points, and the total number of points goes towards determining whether you pass the programme. Certain minimum levels of performance are required
across the whole programme.

How DP assessment is scored
In the DP, students receive grades ranging from 7 to 1, with 7 being highest. Students receive a
grade for each DP course attempted.
A student’s final Diploma result score is made up of the combined scores for each subject. The
diploma is awarded to students who gain at least 24 points, subject to certain minimum levels
of performance including successful completion of the three essential elements of the DP core.

The DP core
The theory of knowledge (TOK) and extended essay (EE) components are awarded individual
grades and, collectively, can contribute up to 3 additional points towards the overall Diploma
score.
Creativity, Action, Service – the remaining element in the DP core – does not contribute to the
points total but authenticated participation is a requirement for the award of the diploma.
Higher level and standard level courses
The IB awards the same number of points for higher level (HL) and standard level (SL) courses,
reflecting the IB’s belief in the importance of achievement across a broad range of academic
disciplines.
HL and SL courses differ in scope but are assessed against the same grade descriptors, with HL
candidates expected to demonstrate the various elements of the grade descriptors across a
greater body of knowledge, understanding and skills.
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Receiving a bilingual diploma
A bilingual diploma is awarded to candidates who complete and receive a grade 3 or higher in
two languages selected from the DP course studies in language and literature.
Students who gain a grade 3 or higher in studies in language and literature and a grade 3 or
higher in an individuals and societies or science subject, completed in a different language, will
also receive the bilingual diploma.

Total guided hours needed to learn each subject
Students choose courses from the following subject groups: studies in language and literature;
language acquisition; individuals and societies; sciences; mathematics; and the arts.
Students may opt to study an additional sciences, individuals and societies, or languages course,
instead of a course in the arts.
Students will take some subjects at higher level (HL) and some at standard level (SL). HL and SL
courses differ in scope but are measured according to the same grade descriptors, with
students expected to demonstrate a greater body of knowledge, understanding and skills at a
higher level.
Each student takes at least three (but not more than four) subjects at higher level, and the
remaining at standard level.
Standard level subjects take up 150 teaching hours. Higher level comprises 240 teaching hours.

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
In the next section, you will find more information about all the IBDP subject options.
These include details about the examination or assessment components.
The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) curriculum sets out the
requirements for study of the DP.
The curriculum is made up of the DP core and six subject groups.
Made up of the three required components, the DP core aims to broaden students’ educational
experience and challenge them to apply their knowledge and skills.
The three core elements are:
■ Theory of Knowledge, in which students reflect on the nature of knowledge and on
how we know what we claim to know.
■ The Extended Essay, which is an independent, self-directed piece of research,
finishing with a 4,000-word paper.
■ Creativity, Activity, Service, in which students complete a project related to those
three concepts.
The six subject groups are:
■ Studies in language and literature
■ Language acquisition
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■ Individuals and societies
■ Sciences
■ Mathematics
■ The arts
There are different courses within each subject group.

Theory of Knowledge
What is this subject all about?
Theory of knowledge (TOK) is assessed through an oral presentation and a 1,600 word essay.
It asks students to reflect on the nature of knowledge, and on how we know what we claim to
know.
TOK is part of the International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) core, and is
mandatory for all students.

How is TOK structured?
As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different ways of knowing, and into different kinds
of knowledge, TOK is composed almost entirely of questions.
The most central of these is "How do we know?", while other questions include:
■ What counts as evidence for X?
■ How do we judge which is the best model of Y?
■ What does theory Z mean in the real world?
Through discussions of these and other questions, students gain greater awareness of their
personal and ideological assumptions, as well as developing an appreciation of the diversity and
richness of cultural perspectives.

Assessment of TOK
The TOK course is assessed through an oral presentation and a 1600 word essay.
The presentation assesses the ability of the student to apply TOK thinking to a real-life situation,
while the essay takes a more conceptual starting point.
For example, the essay may ask students to discuss the claim that the methodologies used to
produce knowledge depend on the use to which that knowledge will be used.

What is the significance of TOK?
TOK aims to make students aware of the interpretative nature of knowledge, including personal
ideological biases – whether these biases are retained, revised or rejected.
It offers students and their teachers the opportunity to:
■ reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge
■ consider the role and nature of knowledge in their own culture, in the cultures of
others and in the wider world.
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In addition, TOK prompts students to:
■ be aware of themselves as thinkers, encouraging them to become more acquainted
with the complexity of knowledge
■ recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly interconnected but uncertain world.
TOK also provides coherence for the student, by linking academic subject areas as well as transcending them.
It therefore demonstrates the ways in which the student can apply their knowledge with greater awareness and credibility.

Extended essay
The extended essay is a required component of the International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma
Programme (DP).
It is an independent piece of research, culminating with a 4,000-word paper.

What is the significance of the extended essay?
The extended essay provides:
■ practical preparation for undergraduate research
■ an opportunity for students to investigate a topic of personal interest to them, which
relates to one of the student's six DP subjects, or takes the interdisciplinary approach of a
World Studies extended essay.
Through the research process for the extended essay, students develop skills in:
■ formulating an appropriate research question
■ engaging in a personal exploration of the topic
■ communicating ideas
■ developing an argument.
Participation in this process develops the capacity to analyse, synthesize and evaluate knowledge.
An extended essay can also be undertaken in world studies, where students carry out an
in-depth interdisciplinary study of an issue of contemporary global significance, across two IB
diploma disciplines.

How is study of the extended essay structured?
Students are supported throughout the process of researching and writing the extended essay,
with advice and guidance from a supervisor who is usually a teacher at the school.
Students are required to have three mandatory reflection sessions with their supervisors. The
final session, a concluding interview, is also known as viva voce.
The extended essay and reflection sessions can be a valuable stimulus for discussion in countries
where interviews are required prior to acceptance for employment or for a place at university.
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How is the extended essay assessed?
All extended essays are externally assessed by examiners appointed by the IB. They are marked
on a scale from 0 to 34.
The score a student receives relates to a band. The bands are:
A. work of an excellent standard.
B. work of a good standard.
C. work of a satisfactory standard.
D. work of a mediocre standard.
E. work of an elementary standard.

Creativity, activity, service
Creativity, activity, service (CAS) is one of the three essential elements that every student
must complete as part of the Diploma Programme (DP).
Studied throughout the Diploma Programme, CAS involves students in a range of activities
alongside their academic studies.
It is not formally assessed. However, students reflect on their CAS experiences as part of the DP,
and provide evidence of achieving the seven learning outcomes for CAS.

How is CAS structured?
The three strands of CAS, which are often interwoven with particular activities, are characterized
as follows:
■ Creativity – arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking.
■ Activity – physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic
work elsewhere in the DP.
■ Service – an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student.
The rights, dignity and autonomy of all those involved are respected.
In order to demonstrate these concepts, students are required to undertake a CAS Project. The
project challenges students to:
■ show initiative
■ demonstrate perseverance
■ develop skills such as collaboration, problem solving and decision making.

What is the significance of CAS?
CAS enables students to enhance their personal and interpersonal development by learning
through experience.
It provides opportunities for self-determination and collaboration with others, fostering a sense
of accomplishment and enjoyment from their work.
At the same time, CAS is an important counterbalance to the academic pressures of the DP.
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IB guidance on CAS
A good CAS programme should be both challenging and enjoyable – a personal journey of
self-discovery.
Each student has a different starting point, and therefore different goals and needs, but for
many their CAS activities include experiences that are profound and life-changing.
CAS is a component of the DP core.

Studies in language & literature
As part of the Diploma Programme (DP), students take at least one subject from studies in
language and literature. Taking two studies in language and literature subjects in different
languages is one way of obtaining a bilingual diploma.
The courses offer a broad range of texts, and students grow to appreciate a language’s complexity,
wealth and subtleties in a variety of contexts. Students take their studies in a language in which
they are academically competent.

English A: language and literature (SL/HL)
The English A: language and literature course introduces the critical study and interpretation of
written and spoken texts from a wide range of literary forms and non-literary text-types. The
formal analysis of texts is supplemented by awareness that meaning is not fixed but can change
in respect to contexts of production and consumption.
The course is organized into three areas of exploration and seven central concepts, and focuses
on the study of both literary and non-literary texts. Together, the three areas of exploration of the
course allow the student to explore the language A in question through its cultural development
and use, its media forms and functions, and its literature. Students develop skills of literary and
textual analysis, and also the ability to present their ideas effectively. A key aim is the development of
critical literacy
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Available at higher and standard levels
■ Higher level study requires a minimum of 240 class hours, while standard level study requires
a minimum of 150 class hours
■ Students study 6 works at higher level and 4 works at standard level from a representative
selection of literary forms, periods and places
■ Students study a range of non-literary texts and bodies of work that include a wide variety of
text-types
■ Students develop the techniques needed for the critical analysis of communication, becoming
alert to interactions between text, audience and purpose
■ An understanding of how language, culture and context determine the construction of meaning
is developed through the exploration of texts, some of which are studied in translation, from a
variety of cultures, periods, text-types and literary forms
■ Students are assessed through a combination of formal examinations and oral and written
coursework and oral activities
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■ The formal examination comprises two essay papers, one requiring the analysis of unseen
literary and non-literary text, and the other a comparative response to a question based on two
literary works studied
■ Students also perform an oral activity presenting their analysis of a literary work and a non-literary
body of work studied
■ HL students comply with an additional written coursework requirement which consists of
writing a 1200 - 1500 word essay on one of the works or bodies of work studied.

Language acquisition
It is a requirement of the programme that students study at least one subject from group 2.
The main emphasis of the modern language courses is on the acquisition and use of language
in a range of contexts and for different purposes while, at the same time, promoting an
understanding of another culture through the study of its language.

Chinese B (SL and HL)
The Chinese B Standard Level (SL) and Chinese B Higher Level (HL) courses are language
acquisition courses for students with some previous experience of the target language.
The distinction between Chinese B SL and HL can been seen in the number of recommended
teaching hours, the level of competency the student is expected to develop in receptive, productive
and interactive skills, and that HL students are required to study two literary works originally
written in the target language.
Students develop the ability to communicate in the target language through the study of
language, themes and texts. In doing so, they also develop conceptual understandings of how
language works. Communication is evidenced through receptive, productive and interactive
skills across a range of contexts and purposes that are appropriate to the level of the course (and
beyond those for language ab initio).
The Chinese B syllabus is organized into five prescribed themes: identities, experiences, human
ingenuity, social organization and sharing the planet. Optional recommended topics and
possible questions for each theme are presented in the guide, but are not prescribed.
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Available at standard (SL) and higher level (HL)
■ The recommended teaching time to complete the course is 150 hours for SL and 240 hours for HL
■ Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar (the what of language) is reinforced and extended by
understanding audience, context, purpose, meaning and variation (the why and how of
language)
■ The development of international-mindedness is one of the key aims of the course
■ The prescribed themes of the course are inspired by the transdisciplinary themes of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the global contexts of the Middle Years Programme (MYP)
■ Students are exposed to a variety of authentic text types in relation to the prescribed themes
and related course content
■ Students describe situations, narrate events, make comparisons, explain problems, and state
and support their personal opinions on a variety of topics relating to course content
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■ Students produce a wide variety of oral and written texts for audiences, contexts and purposes
associated with academic and personal interests
■ At HL, students are required to study two literary works originally written in the target
language, and are expected to extend the range and complexity of the language they use and
understand in order to communicate
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
■ External assessment consists of Paper 1: productive skills—writing (a written response to a
task) and Paper 2: receptive skills—with separate sections for listening (demonstrating
understanding of three audio passages) and reading (demonstrating understanding of three
written passages)
■ Internal assessment at SL consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive
skills (a presentation by the student and a follow-up discussion based on a visual stimulus
linked to one of the prescribed themes of the course, and a general conversation with the
teacher based on at least one additional theme of the course)
Internal assessment at HL consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive
skills (a presentation by the student and a follow-up discussion based on an extract from one of
the literary works studied during the course, and a general conversation with the teacher using
one or more of the five prescribed themes of the course as a starting point)

English B (SL and HL)
The English B Standard Level (SL) and English B Higher Level (HL) courses are language acquisition
courses for students with some previous experience of the target language.
The distinction between English B SL and HL can been seen in the number of recommended
teaching hours, the level of competency the student is expected to develop in receptive, productive
and interactive skills, and that HL students are required to study two literary works originally
written in the target language.
Students develop the ability to communicate in the target language through the study of
language, themes and texts. In doing so, they also develop conceptual understandings of how
language works. Communication is evidenced through receptive, productive and interactive
skills across a range of contexts and purposes that are appropriate to the level of the course (and
beyond those for language ab initio).
The English B syllabus is organized into five prescribed themes: identities, experiences, human
ingenuity, social organization and sharing the planet. Optional recommended topics and
possible questions for each theme are presented in the guide, but are not prescribed.
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Available at standard (SL) and higher level (HL)
■ The recommended teaching time to complete the course is 150 hours for SL and 240 hours for HL
■ Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar (the what of language) is reinforced and extended by
understanding audience, context, purpose, meaning and variation (the why and how of
language)
■ The development of international-mindedness is one of the key aims of the course
■ The prescribed themes of the course are inspired by the transdisciplinary themes of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the global contexts of the Middle Years Programme (MYP)
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■ Students are exposed to a variety of authentic text types in relation to the prescribed themes
and related course content
■ Students describe situations, narrate events, make comparisons, explain problems, and state
and support their personal opinions on a variety of topics relating to course content
■ Students produce a wide variety of oral and written texts for audiences, contexts and purposes
associated with academic and personal interests
■ At HL, students are required to study two literary works originally written in the target
language, and are expected to extend the range and complexity of the language they use and
understand in order to communicate
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
■ External assessment consists of Paper 1: productive skills—writing (a written response to a
task) and Paper 2: receptive skills—with separate sections for listening (demonstrating understanding
of three audio passages) and reading (demonstrating understanding of three written passages)
■ Internal assessment at SL consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive
skills (a presentation by the student and a follow-up discussion based on a visual stimulus
linked to one of the prescribed themes of the course, and a general conversation with the
teacher based on at least one additional theme of the course)
Internal assessment at HL consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive
skills (a presentation by the student and a follow-up discussion based on an extract from one of
the literary works studied during the course, and a general conversation with the teacher using
one or more of the five prescribed themes of the course as a starting point)

Chinese ab initio (SL)
The Chinese ab initio course is a language acquisition course for students with no prior experience
of the target language, or for those students with very limited previous experience.
Students develop the ability to communicate in the target language through the study of
language, themes and texts. In doing so, they also develop conceptual understandings of how
language works. Communication is evidenced through receptive, productive and interactive
skills across a range of contexts and purposes that are appropriate to the level of the course.
The Chinese ab initio syllabus is organized into five prescribed themes: identities, experiences,
human ingenuity, social organization and sharing the planet. The Chinese ab initio syllabus
prescribes four topics for each of the five prescribed themes for a total of 20 topics that must be
addressed in the language ab initio course.
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Only available at standard level (SL)
■ The recommended teaching time to complete the course is 150 hours
■ Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar (the what of language) is reinforced and extended by
understanding audience, context, purpose, meaning and variation (the why and how of
language)
■ The development of international-mindedness is one of the key aims of the course
■ The prescribed themes of the course are inspired by the transdisciplinary themes of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the global contexts of the Middle Years Programme (MYP)
■ Students are exposed to a variety of authentic text types in relation to the prescribed themes
and topics, as well as the content contained within the language-specific syllabuses
■ Students produce a wide variety of oral and written texts for audiences, contexts and purposes
associated with academic and personal interests
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
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■ External assessment consists of Paper 1: productive skills—writing (written responses to two
required tasks) and Paper 2: receptive skills—with separate sections for listening (demonstrating
understanding of three audio passages) and reading (demonstrating understanding of three
written passages)
■ Internal assessment consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive
skills (a presentation by the student and a follow-up discussion based on a visual stimulus
linked to one of the prescribed themes of the course, and a general conversation with the
teacher based on topics from at least one additional theme of the course)

French ab initio (SL)
The French ab initio course is a language acquisition course for students with no prior experience of
the target language, or for those students with very limited previous experience.
Students develop the ability to communicate in the target language through the study of
language, themes and texts. In doing so, they also develop conceptual understandings of how
language works. Communication is evidenced through receptive, productive and interactive
skills across a range of contexts and purposes that are appropriate to the level of the course.
The French ab initio syllabus is organized into five prescribed themes: identities, experiences,
human ingenuity, social organization and sharing the planet. The French ab initio syllabus
prescribes four topics for each of the five prescribed themes for a total of 20 topics that must be
addressed in the language ab initio course.
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Only available at standard level (SL)
■ The recommended teaching time to complete the course is 150 hours
■ Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar (the what of language) is reinforced and extended by
understanding audience, context, purpose, meaning and variation (the why and how of
language)
■ The development of international-mindedness is one of the key aims of the course
■ The prescribed themes of the course are inspired by the transdisciplinary themes of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the global contexts of the Middle Years Programme (MYP)
■ Students are exposed to a variety of authentic text types in relation to the prescribed themes
and topics, as well as the content contained within the language-specific syllabuses
■ Students produce a wide variety of oral and written texts for audiences, contexts and purposes
associated with academic and personal interests
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
■ External assessment consists of Paper 1: productive skills—writing (written responses to two
required tasks) and Paper 2: receptive skills—with separate sections for listening (demonstrating
understanding of three audio passages) and reading (demonstrating understanding of three
written passages)
■ Internal assessment consists of an individual oral assessment—productive and interactive
skills (a presentation by the student and a follow-up discussion based on a visual stimulus
linked to one of the prescribed themes of the course, and a general conversation with the
teacher based on topics from at least one additional theme of the course)
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Individuals and societies
Students are required to choose one subject from each of the six academic areas, including
one from Individuals and societies. They can choose a second subject from each academic
area except the arts.

Business and management
The business management course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and understanding
of business management theories, as well as their ability to apply a range of tools and techniques.
Students learn to analyse, discuss and evaluate business activities at local, national and international
levels. The course covers a range of organizations from all sectors, as well as the socio-cultural and
economic contexts in which those organizations operate.
The course covers the key characteristics of business organization and environment and the
business functions of human resource management, finance and accounts, marketing and
operations management. Links between the topics are central to the course. Through the
exploration of six underpinning concepts (change, culture, ethics, globalization, innovation and
strategy), the course allows students to develop a holistic understanding of today’s complex and
dynamic business environment. The conceptual learning is f irmly anchored in business
management theories, tools and techniques and placed in the context of real world examples
and case studies.
The course encourages the appreciation of ethical concerns at both a local and global level. It
aims to develop relevant and transferable skills, including the ability to: think critically; make
ethically sound and well-informed decisions; appreciate the pace, nature and significance of
change; think strategically; and undertake long term planning, analysis and evaluation. The
course also develops subject-specific skills, such as financial analysis.
The aims of the business management course at HL and SL are to:
1. encourage a holistic view of the world of business
2. empower students to think critically and strategically about individual and organizational behaviour
3. promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives
4. enable the student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a local, regional
and global context
5. promote awareness of the importance of environmental, social and ethical factors in the
actions of individuals and organizations
6. develop an understanding of the importance of innovation in a business environment.
Syllabus outline
Unit 1: Business organization and environment
1.1 Introduction to business management
1.2 Types of organizations
1.3 Organizational objectives
1.4 Stakeholders
1.5 External environment
1.6 Growth and evolution
1.7 Organizational planning tools (HL only)

13
Tel: +60 73 829 999 | Fax: +607 3 888 800 | Email: info@repton.edu.my | Website: www.repton.edu.my

REPTON INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Year 12 and 11 Subject Options Booklet

International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme

No. 8, Jalan Purnama, Bandar Seri Alam, 81750 Johor Bahru, Johor, Malaysia

Unit 2: Human resource management
2.1 Functions and evolution of human resource management
2.2 Organizational structure
2.3 Leadership and management
2.4 Motivation
2.5 Organizational (corporate) culture (HL only)
2.6 Industrial/employee relations (HL only)
Unit 3: Finance and accounts
3.1 Sources of finance
3.2 Costs and revenues
3.3 Break-even analysis
3.4 Final accounts (some HL only)
3.5 Profitability and liquidity ratio analysis
3.6 Efficiency ratio analysis (HL only)
3.7 Cash flow
3.8 Investment appraisal (some HL only)
3.9 Budgets (HL only)
Unit 4: Marketing
4.1 The role of marketing
4.2 Marketing planning (including introduction to the four Ps)
4.3 Sales forecasting
4.4 Market research
4.5 The four Ps (product, price, promotion, place)
4.6 The extended marketing mix of seven Ps (HL only)
4.7 International marketing (HL only)
4.8 E-commerce
Unit 5: Operations management
5.1 The role of operations management
5.2 Production methods
5.3 Lean production and quality management (HL only)
5.4 Location
5.5 Production planning (HL only)
5.6 Research and development (HL only)
5.7 Crisis management and contingency planning (HL only)
Key features of the assessment model
External assessment for HL and SL students consists of two written examination papers. Paper
one is based on a pre-seen case study issued in advance, and paper two consists of structured
questions based on stimulus material and an extended response question that assesses
students’ understanding of the key concepts of the course.
Internal assessment for HL students is a research project and for SL students a written commentary. In both tasks, students study real world business organizations. These are internally marked
by subject teachers and then externally moderated by IB examiners.
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Economics
Economics is an exciting, dynamic subject that allows students to develop an understanding of
the complexities and interdependence of economic activities in a rapidly changing world.
At the heart of economic theory is the problem of scarcity. While the world’s population has
unlimited needs and wants, there are limited resources to satisfy these needs and wants. As a
result of this scarcity, choices have to be made. The DP economics course, at both SL and HL,
uses economic theories to examine the ways in which these choices are made:
■ at the level of producers and consumers in individual markets (microeconomics)
■ at the level of the government and the national economy (macroeconomics)
■ at an international level where countries are becoming increasingly interdependent through
international trade and the movement of labour and capital (the global economy).
The choices made by economic agents (consumers, producers and governments) generate
positive and negative outcomes and these outcomes affect the relative well-being of individuals
and societies. As a social science, economics examines these choices using models and theories.
The DP economics course allows students to explore these models and theories, and apply
them, using empirical data, through the examination of six real-world issues.
As economic growth and increased efficiency become prominent goals, two other important
global economic issues related to these goals are; the ways in which economic activity impacts
the environment, and the challenges facing the world in terms of fair access to resources, goods
and services. When exploring these significant global issues, sustainability and equity become
key concepts for DP economic students to understand.
In all areas of economic activity, the economic agents can be divided up into the private sector
(consumers and producers) and the public sector (governments). To different extents and with
different outcomes, the public sector in any economy assumes some responsibility for monitoring
and regulating the behaviour of the private sector. This government intervention is a significant
concept that appears throughout the course and students are expected to critically evaluate the
balance between the market forces of the private sector and intervention by governments.
Given the rapidly changing world, economic activity and its outcomes are constantly in flux.
Therefore, students are encouraged, throughout the course, to research current real-world
issues. Through their own inquiry, it is expected that students will be able to appreciate both the
values and limitations of economic models in explaining real-world economic behaviour and
outcomes.
By focusing on the six real-world issues through the nine key concepts (scarcity, choice, efficiency,
equity, economic well-being, sustainability, change, interdependence and intervention),
students of the DP economics course will develop the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes
that will encourage them to act responsibly as global citizens.
For the internal assessment, both standard level and higher level candidates are required to
produce a portfolio of three commentaries based on published extracts from the news media
using the key concepts as a lens. In addition, for the external assessment, there are two examinations
for standard level students and three examinations at higher level.
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Geography
Geography is a dynamic subject firmly grounded in the real world, and focuses on the interactions
between individuals, societies and physical processes in both time and space. It seeks to identify
trends and patterns in these interactions. It also investigates the way in which people adapt and
respond to change, and evaluates actual and possible management strategies associated with
such change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between
different places, on a variety of scales and from different perspectives.
Students at both SL and HL are presented with a common core and optional geographic
themes. HL students also study the HL core extension. Although the skills and activity of studying
geography are common to all students, HL students are required to acquire a further body of
knowledge, to demonstrate critical evaluation and to further synthesize the concepts in the HL
extension.
The aims of the geography course at SL and HL are to enable students to:
■ develop an understanding of the dynamic interrelationships between people, places, spaces
and the environment at different scales
■ develop a critical awareness and consider complexity thinking in the context of the nexus of
geographic issues, including:
▶ acquiring an in-depth understanding of how geographic issues, or wicked problems,
have been shaped by powerful human and physical processes
▶ synthesizing diverse geographic knowledge in order to form viewpoints about how
these issues could be resolved.
▶ understand and evaluate the need for planning and sustainable
▶ development through the management of resources at varying scales.
Curriculum model overview
Syllabus component
Geographic themes—seven options SL—two options; HL— three options
■ Freshwater
■ Oceans and coastal margins
■ Extreme environments
■ Geophysical hazards
■ Leisure, tourism and sport
■ Food and health
■ Urban environments
SL and HL core
Geographic perspectives—global change
■ Population distribution—changing population
■ Global climate—vulnerability and resilience
■ Global resource consumption and security
HL only
Geographic perspectives—global interactions
■ Power, places and networks
■ Human development and diversity
■ Global risks and resilience
Tel: +60 73 829 999 | Fax: +607 3 888 800 | Email: info@repton.edu.my | Website: www.repton.edu.my
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Internal assessment
SL and HL Fieldwork
Fieldwork, leading to one written report based on a fieldwork question, information collection
and analysis with evaluation
Assessment model
There are four assessment objectives (AOs) for the SL and HL geography course. Having
followed the course at SL or HL, students will be expected to do the following:
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of specified content
■ between areas of film focus and film elements employed by
■ the core theme—global change
■ two optional themes at SL and three optional themes at HL
■ at HL, the HL extension—global interactions
■ in internal assessment, a specific geographic research topic.
2. Demonstrate application and analysis of knowledge and understanding
■ apply and analyse geographic concepts and theories
■ identify and interpret geographic patterns and processes in unfamiliar information,
data and cartographic material
■ demonstrate the extent to which theories and concepts are recognized and understood in
particular contexts.
3. Demonstrate synthesis and evaluation
■ examine and evaluate geographic concepts, theories and perceptions
■ use geographic concepts and examples to formulate and present an argument
■ evaluate materials using methodology appropriate for geographic fieldwork
■ at HL only, demonstrate synthesis and evaluation of the HL extension—global interactions.

4. Select, use and apply a variety of appropriate skills and techniques
■ select, use and apply:
▶ prescribed geographic skills in appropriate contexts
▶ techniques and skills appropriate to a geographic research question.
■ produce well-structured written material, using appropriate terminology.

History
History is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense of inquiry. It is also an interpretive discipline,
allowing opportunity for engagement with multiple perspectives and opinions. Studying history
develops an understanding of the past, which leads to a deeper understanding of the nature of
humans and of the world today.
The Diploma Programme (DP) history course is a world history course based on a comparative,
multi-perspective approach to history and focused around key historical concepts such as
change, causation and significance. It involves the study of a variety of types of history, including
political, economic, social and cultural, encouraging students to think historically and to develop
historical skills. In this way, the course involves a challenging and demanding critical exploration
of the past.
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The DP history course requires students to study and compare examples from different regions
of the world, helping to foster international mindedness. Teachers have a great deal of freedom
to choose relevant examples to explore with their students, helping to ensure that the course
meets their students’ needs and interests regardless of their location or context.
History is available at both Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL).
Prescribed subjects
(one to be studied)

1. Military leaders
2. Conquest and its impact
3. The move to global war
4. Rights and protest
5. Conflict and intervention

World history topics
(two to be studied)

1. Society and economy (750-1400)
2. Causes and effects of wars (750-1500)
3. Dynasties and rulers (750-1500)
4. Societies in transition (1400-1700)
5. Early Modern states (1450-1789)
6. Causes and effects of Early Modern
wars (1500-1750)
7. Origins, development and impact of
industrialization (1750-2005)
8. Independence movements
(1800-2000)
9. Emergence and development of
democratic states (1848-2000)
10. Authoritarian states (20th century)
11. Causes and effects of 20th-century wars
12. The Cold War: superpower tensions
and rivalries (20th century)

HL options:
Depth studies
(one to be studied)

1. History of Africa and the Middle East
2. History of the Americas
3. History of Asia and Oceania
4. History of Europe

HL only

Internal assessment

Historical investigation

SL and HL

SL and HL

SL and HL

Sciences
It is a requirement of the programme that students study at least one subject from group 4.

Biology
Biologists investigate the living world at all levels using many different approaches and techniques.
At one end of the scale is the cell, its molecular construction and complex metabolic reactions.
At the other end of the scale biologists investigate the interactions that make whole ecosystems
function. Many discoveries remain to be made and great progress is expected in the 21st century.
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Through studying a science subject students should become aware of how scientists work and
communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms,
the emphasis on a practical approach. In addition, through the overarching theme of the
“Nature of Science” this knowledge and skills will be put into the context of way science and
scientists work in the 21st Century and the ethical debates and limitations of creative scientific
endeavour.
The sciences are taught practically. Students have opportunities to design investigations, collect
data, develop manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and communicate
their findings. The investigations may be laboratory based or they may make use of simulations
and data bases. Students develop the skills to work independently on their own design, but also
collegiately, including collaboration with schools in different regions, to mirror the way in which
scientific research is conducted in the wider community.
Biology syllabus outline:
Higher level (240 hours)
■ Internal assessment (individual investigation): 20%
■ External assessment: 80%
Standard level (150 hours)
■ Internal assessment (individual investigation): 20%
■ External assessment: 80%
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Available at standard (SL) and higher levels (HL)
■ The minimum prescribed number of hours is 150 for SL and 240 for HL
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
■ Biology students at SL and HL undertake a common core syllabus and a common internal
assessment (IA) scheme.
■ While there are core skills and activities common to both SL and HL students, students at HL
are required to study the options and some topics in greater depth as well as some additional
topics. The distinction between SL and HL is one of breadth and depth.
■ A practical approach to the course delivery is emphasised through the interdisciplinary group
4 project and a mixture of both short-term and long-term experiments and investigations.
■ Internal assessment accounts for 20% of the final assessment and this is assessed through a
single individual investigation. This investigation may involve a hands-on approach, use of
data-bases, modelling, simulation or a hybrid. Student work is internally assessed by the
teacher and externally moderated by the IB.
The external assessment of biology consists of three written papers. In paper 1 there are 30 (at
SL) or 40 (at HL) multiple-choice questions. Paper 2 contains short-answer and extended-response
questions on the core (and Additional Higher Level (AHL) material at HL). Paper 3 has two
sections; Section A contains one data-based question and several short-answer questions on
experimental work on the core (and AHL material at HL). Section B contains short-answer and
extended-response questions from each of the four options.
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Chemistry
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition of
practical and investigational skills.
It is often called the central science as chemical principles underpin both the physical environment
in which we live and all biological systems. Apart from being a subject worthy of study in its own
right, chemistry is often a prerequisite for many other courses in higher education, such as
medicine, biological science and environmental science.
Through studying a science subject students should become aware of how scientists work and
communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms,
the emphasis on a practical approach. In addition, through the overarching theme of the
“Nature of Science” this knowledge and skills will be put into the context of way science and
scientists work in the 21st century and the ethical debates and limitations of creative scientific
endeavour.
The sciences are taught practically. Students have opportunities to design investigations, collect
data, develop manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and
communicate their findings. The investigations may be laboratory based or they may make use
of simulations and data bases. Students develop the skills to work independently on their own
design, but also collegiately, including collaboration with schools in different regions, to mirror
the way in which scientific research is conducted in the wider community.
Chemistry syllabus outline:
Higher level (240 hours)
■ Internal assessment (individual investigation): 20%
■ External assessment: 80%
Standard level (150 hours)
■ Internal assessment (individual investigation): 20%
■ External assessment: 80%
Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Available at standard (SL) and higher levels (HL)
■ The minimum prescribed number of hours is 150 for SL and 240 for HL
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
■ Chemistry students at SL and HL undertake a common core syllabus and a common internal
■ assessment (IA) scheme.
■ While there are core skills and activities common to both SL and HL, students at HL are
required to study some topics in greater depth, to study additional topics and to study extension
material of a more demanding nature in the options. The distinction between SL and HL is one
of breadth and depth.
■ A practical approach to the course delivery is emphasised through the interdisciplinary group
4 project and a mixture of both short-term and long-term experiments and investigations.
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■ Internal assessment accounts for 20% of the final assessment and this is assessed through a
single individual investigation. This investigation may involve a hands-on approach, use of
data-bases, modelling, simulation or a hybrid. Student work is internally assessed by the
teacher and externally moderated by the IB.
The external assessment of chemistry consists of three written papers. In paper 1 there are 30 (at
SL) or 40 (at HL) multiple-choice questions. Paper 2 contains short-answer and extended-response
questions on the core (and Additional Higher Level (AHL) material at HL). Paper 3 has two
sections; Section A contains one data-based question and several short-answer questions on
experimental work on the core (and AHL material at HL). Section B contains short-answer and
extended-response questions from each of the four options.

Physics
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the universe
itself from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies.
Despite the exciting and extraordinary development of ideas throughout the history of physics,
observations remain essential to the very core of the subject. Models are developed to try to
understand observations, and these themselves can become theories that attempt to explain
the observations.
Through studying a science subject students should become aware of how scientists work and
communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms,
the emphasis is on a practical approach. In addition, through the overarching theme of the
“Nature of Science” this knowledge and skills will be put into the context of the way science and
scientists work in the 21st century and the ethical debates and limitations of creative scientific
endeavor.
The sciences are taught practically. Students have opportunities to design investigations, collect
data, develop manipulative skills, analyse results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and
communicate their findings. The investigations may be laboratory based or they may make use
of simulations and databases.
Students develop the skills to work independently on their own design, but also collegiately,
including collaboration with schools in different regions, to mirror the way in which scientific
research is conducted in the wider community.
Physics syllabus outline:
Higher level (240 hours)
■ Internal assessment (individual investigation): 20%
■ External assessment: 80%
Standard level (150 hours)
■ Internal assessment (individual investigation): 20%
■ External assessment: 80%
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Key features of the curriculum and assessment models
■ Available at standard (SL) and higher levels (HL)
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
■ Physics students at SL and HL undertake a common core syllabus and a common internal
assessment (IA) scheme.
■ While there are core skills and activities common to both SL and HL, students at HL are
required to study some topics in greater depth, to study additional topics and to study extension
material of a more demanding nature in the options. The distinction between SL and HL is one
of breadth and depth.
■ A practical approach to the course delivery is emphasised through the interdisciplinary group
4 project and a mixture of both short-term and long-term experiments and investigations.
■ Internal assessment accounts for 20% of the final assessment and this is assessed through a
single individual investigation. This investigation may involve a hands-on approach, use of
data-bases, modelling, simulation or a hybrid. Student work is internally assessed by the
teacher and externally moderated by the IB.
The external assessment of physics consists of three written papers. In paper 1 there are 30 (at
SL) or 40 (at HL) multiple-choice questions. Paper 2 contains short-answer and extended-response questions on the core (and Additional Higher Level (AHL) material at HL). Paper 3 has
two sections; Section A contains one data-based question and several short-answer questions
on experimental work on the core (and AHL material at HL). Section B contains short-answer
and extended-response questions from each of the four options.

Mathematics
It is a requirement of the programme that students study at least one course in mathematics.
Four courses are currently available in mathematics and these courses will have their last
assessment in November 2020:
■ mathematical studies standard level
■ mathematics standard level
■ mathematics higher level
■ further mathematics higher level (final assessment May 2020)
From August 2019 the following courses, with first assessment in May 2021, will be available:
■ Mathematics: analysis and approaches SL
■ Mathematics: analysis and approaches HL
■ Mathematics: applications and interpretation SL
■ Mathematics: applications and interpretation HL
Students can only study one course in mathematics.
All DP mathematics courses serve to accommodate the range of needs, interests and abilities of
students, and to fulfill the requirements of various university and career aspirations.
The aims of these courses are to enable students to:
■ develop mathematical knowledge, concepts and principles
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■ develop logical, critical and creative thinking
■ employ and refine their powers of abstraction and generalization.
Students are also encouraged to appreciate the international dimensions of mathematics and
the multiplicity of its cultural and historical perspectives.
Please do note that in our school we will be offering only
■ Mathematics: analysis and approaches SL
■ Mathematics: analysis and approaches HL

The Arts
The subjects in the arts allow a high degree of adaptability to different cultural contexts.
The emphasis is on creativity in the context of disciplined, practical research into the relevant
genres.
In addition, visual art is designed to foster critical, reflective and informed practice, help
students understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts, explore the diversity of arts
across time, place and cultures, and express themselves with confidence and competence.

Visual arts
The visual arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating all levels of human creativity,
expression, communication and understanding.
They range from traditional forms embedded in local and wider communities, societies and
cultures, to the varied and divergent practices associated with new, emerging and contemporary
forms of visual language. They may have socio-political impact as well as ritual, spiritual, decorative
and functional value; they can be persuasive and subversive in some instances, enlightening
and uplifting in others. We celebrate the visual arts not only in the way we create images and
objects, but also in the way we appreciate, enjoy, respect and respond to the practices of
art-making by others from around the world. Theories and practices in visual arts are dynamic
and ever-changing, and connect many areas of knowledge and human experience through
individual and collaborative exploration, creative production and critical interpretation.
The IB Diploma Programme visual arts course encourages students to challenge their own
creative and cultural expectations and boundaries. It is a thought-provoking course in which
students develop analytical skills in problem-solving and divergent thinking, while working
towards technical prof iciency and confidence as art-makers. In addition to exploring and
comparing visual arts from different perspectives and in different contexts, students are expected
to engage in, experiment with and critically reflect upon a wide range of contemporary practices
and media. The course is designed for students who want to go on to study visual arts in higher
education as well as for those who are seeking lifelong enrichment through visual arts.
Supporting the International Baccalaureate mission statement and learner profile, the course
encourages students to actively explore the visual arts within and across a variety of local,
regional, national, international and intercultural contexts. Through inquiry, investigation, reflection
and creative application, visual arts students develop an appreciation for the expressive and
aesthetic diversity in the world around them, becoming critically informed makers and consumers
of visual culture.
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Key features of the curriculum model
To fully prepare students for the demands of the assessment tasks, teachers should ensure that
their planning addresses each of the syllabus activities outlined below, the content and focus of
which is not prescribed. Students are required to investigate
VISUAL ARTS IN
CONTEXT

VISUAL ARTS
METHODS

COMMUNICATING
VISUAL ARTS

Theoretical
practice

Students examine and
compare the work of
artists from different
cultural contexts.
Students consider the
contexts influencing
their own work and the
work of others.

Students look at
different techniques
for making art.
Students investigate
and compare how and
why different techniques
have evolved and the
processes involved.

Students explore ways
of communicating
through visual and
written means.
Students make artistic
choices about how to
most effectively
communicate knowledge
and understanding.

Art-making
practice

Students make art
through a process of
investigation, thinking
critically and experimenting with techniques. Students apply
identified techniques
to their own developing work.

Students experiment
with diverse media and
explore techniques for
making art. Students
develop concepts
through processes that
are informed by skills,
techniques and media.

Students produce a
body of artwork
through a process of
reflection and evaluation,
showing a synthesis of
skill, media and concept.

Curatorial
practice

Students develop an
informed response to
work and exhibitions
they have seen and
experienced. Students
begin to formulate
personal intentions for
creating and displaying their own artworks.

Students evaluate how
their ongoing work
communicates meaning
and purpose. Students
consider the nature of
“exhibition” and think
about the process of
selection and the
potential impact of
their work on different
audiences.

Students select and
present resolved works
for exhibition. Students
explain the ways in
which the works are
connected. Students
discuss how artistic
judgments impact the
overall presentation.

Key features of the assessment model
■ Available at standard (SL) and higher levels (HL)
■ The minimum prescribed number of hours is 150 for SL and 240 for HL
■ Students are assessed both externally and internally
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External assessment tasks

SL

HL

20%

20%

40%

40%

SL

HL

40%

40%

Task 1: Comparative study
■ Students analyse and compare different artworks by different
artists. This independent critical and contextual investigation
explores artworks, objects and artifacts from differing cultural
contexts.
At SL: Compare at least 3 different artworks, by at least 2 different artists, with commentary
over 10–15 pages.

At HL: As SL plus a reflection on
the extent to which their work
and practices have been influenced by any of the art/artists
examined (3–5 pages).

Task 2: Process portfolio
■ Students submit carefully selected materials which evidence
their experimentation, exploration, manipulation and refinement
of a variety of visual arts activities during the two-year course.
At SL: 9–18 pages. The submitted
work should be in at least two
different art-making forms.

At HL: 13–25 pages. The submitted
work should be in at least three
different art-making forms.

Internal assessment task
Task 3: Exhibition
■ SStudents submit for assessment a selection of resolved
artworks from their exhibition. The selected pieces should show
evidence of their technical accomplishment during the visual
arts course and an understanding of the use of materials, ideas
and practices appropriate to visual communication.
At SL: 4–7 pieces with exhibition
text for each. A curatorial rationale (400 words maximum).

At HL: 8–11 pieces with exhibition
text for each. A curatorial rationale (700 words maximum)
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme

IBDP Subject Options Form – 2021-2023
Name of Student: ___________________________________________________
Notes for the completion of the Subject Options Form:
■ Students will have 3 core elements which are compulsory – TOK, Extended Essay and CAS
■ Students need to choose 3 higher level (HL) subjects and 3 standard level (SL) subjects from
the options available.
In exceptional cases, students can choose four subjects at higher level and two subjects at
standard level. If you are considering doing this, contact the IB Coordinator in advance of your
application
Subjects Available
Group 1 – Studies in language and literature
English Language and Literature
HL / SL
(If the student wishes to choose any other language this would have to Self-Study)
Group 2 – Language Acquisition
Chinese B - HL / SL
English B - HL / SL

Chinese Ab initio - SL
French Ab initio - SL

Group 3 – Individuals and Societies
Business Management - HL / SL
Economics - HL / SL

Geography - HL / SL
History - HL / SL

Group 4 – Sciences
Biology - HL / SL
Physics - HL / SL

Chemistry - HL / SL

Group 5 – Mathematics
Mathematics: analysis and approaches - HL / SL
Group 6 – The arts
Visual Arts - HL / SL
Student Subject Choice
1. _____________________________
2. _____________________________
3. _____________________________
4. _____________________________
5. _____________________________
6. _____________________________

HL
HL
HL
HL
HL
HL

/
/
/
/
/
/

SL
SL
SL
SL
SL
SL

My child/ward and I have made the choices as indicated above.
Parent’s / Guardian’s Name:__________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________________________________________
Once complete please hand this form to the IBDP Coordinator, Ms. Sophie.
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